


February 17, 2008

From the

Lent is proceeding quickly. By now we’ve had our first-in-a-while Parish Retreat,

yesterday (Saturday). I’ll comment more on it next week.

Lent has called me back to the basics. 'm amazed at how many things get in the way of direct consciousness
of God, even for some privileged moments, much less sustained throughout the day. The aim of the saints—
for everyday Christians—has always been to have a sustained sense of God throughout the day. This brings
focus and clarity about one’s work, and also qualities like peace, tolerance, patience with others, and humility.
There are writers/speakers who bring this age-old aim into good modern focus, and I can suggest a few names
and titles used by earnest seekers today. Psychiatrist Gerald May writes of contemplation in daily life in “Will
and Spirit,” and also on darkness and spiritual growth in “The Dark Night of the Soul” (no matter the title, a
very uplifting book!) Sr. Eileen Lyddon wrote “Door Through Darkness”, on mysticism in everyday life. And
Leonard Doohan summarized John of the Cross’ growth into the reality of God for our time in “The
Contemporary Challenge of John of the Cross.”

I suggest a few things like these because I continue to be impressed with the deeper hungers of members of our
parish. Lent is the time when our church community unites in a strenuous look within ourselves, and then
around us to see how we relate to our environments as renewed people. 1 know how busy my life gets, and I
can only wonder about yours, many of you with even more complications than I have to deal with. I’m getting
more convinced that some intentionality about what we do and how we spend our time is basic to being truly
effective; and, like any goal, it takes some discipline to arrive at that. Of course, unexpected, even upsetting
things can intervene in plans and goal that we make. The stronger our inner life is, though, the less these
unplanned events derail our basic peace and confidence in living.

It may sound complicated, but it doesn’t need to be experienced that way. God created us out of love, and
renewed our creation with the Word in Jesus. We are to live lovingly and creatively in this truth. May we be
renewed in this basic reality this Lent.

Weekly Collection for FY 2008 L
Week of February 10,2008  $7,071.00 “Whenever we see any disagreements, we must

Average for FY 2008 $7,612.84 11 think how to solve them on the basis of
Budgeted Average FY 2008  $7,909.62 " recognition of oneness of the entire humanity.”
131 Envelopes Used )
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H Monday, 2/18- Thursday, 2/21-
Rectory and School is Closed for Presidents Day Eucharist Adoration 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Side Chapel
7 Ladies Auxiliary 7:00 p.m., School Senior Exercise 12:30—1:30 p.m. CH
| Youth Chorus, 7:00 p.m. School 8th Ward Dem., 7:30 p.m. CH
I
I Tuesday, 2/19— Friday, 2/22
U Senior Exercise 12:30—1:30 p.m. CH School Mass 8:00 a.m.
H Parish Reconciliation 7:00 p.m.
0 Sunday, 2/24-
| Wednesday, 2/20— Lector Training, 11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Church
) School Board, 7:00 p.m., RMR RCIA 11:30 a.m. RMR

1 Choir, 7:15 p.m., Church DuBourg Swing 6:30 p.m.,8:00 p.m. CH
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Second Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION from Catholic Relief Services

In today’s readings we are presented with stories of future promise. God tells Abram that “all communities
of earth shall find blessing in you. We believe that all peoples share in the blessing of Abraham. We are all
God’s children.

In Jesus’ transfiguration, God calls him “my beloved Son” and Jesus tells the disciples they are not to tell
“anyone of the vision until the Son of Man rises from the dead.” In Christ, we believe we are all beloved
sons and daughters of God. We discover this unity through learning about Hamsatou Tangare of Mali who
hears about the Catholic Relief Services community bank, and takes out loans that transform her life and the
economic situation of her family. We pray that all of us may be transformed into the one family of God. We
give alms as an expression of gratitude and to share with others the superabundance of blessings we receive
from God each day. We fast to heighten our awareness of the transforming presence of God in our lives and
in the lives of the many people of the earth.

Themes of Catholic Social Teaching: 2. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

The U.S. Bishops have articulated 7 key themes of Catholic social teaching. We consider one theme each week
through Lent. You may pick up a flyer with all 7 themes and corresponding scripture references in the church
vestibule.

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. Rather than pitting one social group against
another, the Church recalls the example of our Lord, who identified himself with the poor and vulnerable.
Giving priority and concern to the poor and the vulnerable strengthens the health of the whole society; the
human life and dignity of the poor are the most at risk. The poor, therefore, have the strongest claim on our
personal and social resources.

Some Scripture Verses: Exodus 22:20-22; Leviticus 19:33-34; Deuteronomy 24:17-18 (laws protecting aliens,
widows, and orphans): Exodus 22:24-26; Leviticus 25:23-28; Deuteronomy 15:1-11, 23:20, 24:6 and

10 -13 (laws protecting debtors): Deuteronomy 14:28-29, 26:12-13 (laws providing for the poor); Matthew
25:31-46 (judgment of nations); Luke 4:16-21 (Jesus’ mission to the poor and outcast); Luke 14:12-14 (reach
out to the poor and vulnerable)

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable at SMOS: We are fortunate in our parish to have one of the most active
and vibrant St. Vincent de Paul Conferences in the archdiocese, with more than 120 members. In 2007 our
SVDP Ministry conducted 433 home visits to neighbors in the parish boundaries; held a bulk cooking night
every month to prepare 100 frozen casseroles that are distributed at the Gavin Outreach Center, and designed,
built, and blessed nine raised vegetable beds at the Gavin Outreach Center to provide fresh produce to clients.
Of course, SVDP also hosted several popular fundraising events to support its’ ministry to those in need,
setting an all time fundraising record of $129,479.16, with nearly $3102,000 being spent on utility and rent
assistance, thrift store vouchers for furniture and clothing, grocery supplies, burial assistance, tuition, and
winter coats and blankets.

In addition, our Gavin Outreach Center food pantry provided food and supplies to over 800 families in 2007.
Three annual rummage sales and a toy sale in December at the GOC allow those in need to purchase clothing
and other household items at a very nominal cost (or no cost if the situation warrants). Between the parish
Vincentian members and the volunteers of the GOC, more than 6,630 volunteer hours were given to serve the
needs of the poor and vulnerable in our parish community last year.
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£ @Q«{;M From Bad News to Good
g& fool ﬂ?ﬁ%@ St. Margaret’s kids were home from school on Feb. 7 and 8, perhaps you heard. We had to

1

_~ change out our hot water heater and in order to do so the water in both buildings had to be shut
L off. Thanks to John Noecker we had a replacement water heater ready to go. Thanks to Gregory
Kehr (our maintenance person), George Marr (parish facilities volunteer), and Greg Rud
(parishioner and employee for Noecker Home Improvement) the school now has a safe water heater that
pumps as much hot water as we need. The cost: two days out of school, lots of labor, and very little else.

From Good News to Great

Our students have been competing in the Archdiocesan Bellarmine Speech League for decades, and they
 have always done well. Typically bringing home blue ribbons and a gold or even two. Our kids broke their
 own record at the most recent meet.

E From 8" grade: Alex Clemens-serious-gold; Hailey Moore-humorous-gold; Madeline Pey-humorous-gold.

4

» From 7™ grade: Claudia Brown-serious-gold; Mya Spriggs-humorous-gold. From 6" grade: Gabby Hantak

4

y & Gabriela Zegarra-Ballon-duet-gold; Anthony Cacchione & Claire Mulligan-duet-blue; Olivia MacDougal

> & Veronica White-duet-blue. Congratulations to all of our Speech team and their coach, Ms. Wucher.
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IMPORTANT FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

: ’ j\- * Any Catholic family wishing to apply for tuition assistance through the Archodiocese and any
SMOS family wishing to apply for tuition assistance for the 2008-2009 school year, must obtain a

“FACTS” application from the School Office. Students must attend a Parochial elementary School or an

Archdiocesan, Regional or Parochial High School to be eligible. The due date for the application is April 1,

2008 and must include a copy of your 2007 Income tax return. To pick up a “FACTS” application, please

contact the school at 776-7837.

— SCHOOL REGISTRATION
23 | [t is time for School Registration again. If you would like to register your child at SMOS for the
| school year of 2008-2009, please contact the School Office at 776-7837.

PARISH NURSE By: Cathy White

Walking Program: Dust off your tennis shoes, fill up your water bottle, and grab your Cardinal
t-shirt! We’re going to Jupiter, Florida! 2o, s

Due to overwhelming interest, our parish will be undertaking another walking program during this Lenten
season . Our imaginary trip will take us to the Cardinal spring training site in Jupiter Florida. We*‘ll begin our
trip in March and spend approximately five weeks in Florida. While there we’ll take in a few Cardinal games
and even travel to other spring training sites for games. If we accumulate enough miles we’ll make a special
side trip on our way home. We have to work hard and get in shape as the first leg of our trip to Jupiter is 1,139
miles. Hopefully, we’ll return to St. Louis in time for the season opener at Busch Stadium on March 3 1st.

Registration for this free trip will be on March 1st and 2nd after all Masses. At this time you will
‘M be given your daily log book and necessary information for the trip. As usual, 20 minutes of
exercise or walking equals one mile. Don’t be left behind and.....GO CARDS!



Second Sunday of Lent

LecTons LECTOR TRAINING ‘ ' '

Today, Sun., Feb. 24, we will have Lector Training in the Church immediately after 10:00 a.m.
Mass. The training is required for all new lectors and encouraged for all continuing ones who did not attend
the session last fall.

@@ LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING
Calling all women of the parish! Ladies Auxiliary is having its meeting on Monday February
18" in the Church basement. Our meeting begins at 7:00 p.m., and refreshments will be offered. All women
of the parish and SMOS school moms welcome!

Also, get your raffle tickets in to the Ladies Auxiliary as soon as possible — we have already started drawings
for the new year — so make sure you are included for the remainder! Need tickets? Ask a member!

SVDP ANNUAL BUTTER BRAID SALE!
2 The wait is almost over for the annual SVDP Butter Braid and Frozen Cookie Dough Sale. Clear
4 out your freezer and make space for these delicious fruit pastries and mouth-watering cookies that

your family always enjoys. A variety of items will be on sale after all masses the weekends of
Mar. 1 & 2 and Mar. 8 & 9.

fj;;:;:";‘m / GAVIN OUTREACH CENTER RUMMAGE COLLECTION & SALE
2 great. . . £L/ 1t’s time to move out all those unwanted treasures that are just collecting dust and taking up

space! The end of winter rummage collection will take place on Sat. Mar. 1 from 3:00-6:00
p.m., and on Sun., Mar. 2 from
7:30 a.m. - Noon. A truck will be parked on 39" Street, just outside of church, to collect your clothing,
household items, toys & books, and small furniture items, or you may drop them off anytime between now and
Mar. 7" on Mondays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at the Gavin Outreach Center,
3135 Lafayette Ave. The Rummage Sale will take place the following weekend, Mar. 8 and 9 from 8:00 a.m.
— Noon at the GOC.

SAVE THE DATE!

MEN ONLY
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BEING MALE AND
" CATHOLIC, i.e. MASCULINE AND SPIRITUAL.

Join Fathers Jeff Vomund and Joe Classen at the Catholic Men for Christ Conference on Saturday, March 15,
2008 at CBC High School from 8 am and concluding with 4:30 pm Mass. Cost is $40.00 until Feb.23™, then it
is $45.00. More information can be found in the Feb 8" St. Louis Review www.catholicmenforChrist.org or
contact Michael Page 636-346-3310 or John Noecker 776-7636.
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ALTAR SERVERS - -

Sat. February 23rd—4:30 p.m. “

Darby Reynolds, Austin Beatty, Gabe Miller

Sun. February 24th—8:00 a.m.

Dominic Civettini, Kevin Thomas, Claire Mulligan
Sun. February 24th— 10:00 am

Peter Salsich, Sonya McCanna, Leo Mitchel

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS S E
Sat. —February 23rd—4:30 p.m. e
Ginger Purcell, Tom Purcell, Joe Iovanna

Sun. —February 24th-8:00 a.m.

Barb Lenzini, Elaine Burrus, Don Burrus

Sun. —February 24th -10:00 a.m.

Greg Rohde, Julie Gryskiewicz, Marg Schmitz,
Julio Zegarra-Ballon, Jerrod Gerstner, Pat
McGovern, Linda Holdinghaus, Helen Halter

LECTORS

Sat. —February 23rd—4:30 p.m.
Betsy Mahony

Sun. February 24th—8:00 a.m.
Genevieve Buthod, Martin Rafanan
Sun. —February 24th- 10:00 a.m.
Kelly White, Kristen Ritter

L

GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY
4:30 p.m. Lucille Shirley

8:00 a.m. Martha Brake

10:00 a.m. Duke Dummerth, Patty

Hendrickson
COFFEE & DONUTS  2/24/08
Donut Pick-up: Margaret Besing &% ==

Coftee for February: Mary Ann Gadell &
Donut Clean-Up: Bonita Rohling

DRIVERS 2/23/08 John Lenzini

2/24/08 Gary Pey

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS—

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your
father’s house to a land that I will show you.” Genesis
12:1

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and to
follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of
the old ways that we may have to struggle to leave
behind might be materialism and selfishness and greed.
Yet God promises to show us a new land, a better place
than the rat race we often live in now.
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Monday, February 18th

6:30 a.m. Casey Family Intention
8:00 a.m. Raymond Austermann Sr.
Tuesday, February 19th

6:30 a.m. Severin & Ruth Gadell
8:00 a.m. Marie Austermann
Wednesday, February 20th

6:30 a.m. George Pollard
Thursday, February 21st

6:30 a.m. George Pollard
Friday, February 22nd
6:30 a.m. George Pollard
8:00 a.m. Rose Ivicsics

Saturday, February 23rd

4:30 p.m. Parishioners

Sunday, February 24th

8:00 am. Remo Beffa Sr.

10:00 a.m. Silver & Justin Maduforo &
Family Peace

| READINGS
| FOR
| THE WEEK

Readings for the Week
February 17 through February 24, 2008

Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22
2 Tm 1:8b-10 Mt 17:1-9
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10 Ps 79:8-9,11,13
Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10,16-20
Ps 50:8-9,16bc-17,21,23 Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20 Ps 31:5-6,14-16
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10 Ps 1:1-4,6 Lk 16:19-31
Friday: 1 Pt5:1-4 Ps23:1-3a,4-6
Mt 16:13-19
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15,18-20 Ps 103:1-4,9-12
Lk 15:1-3,11-32
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7 Ps 95:1-2,6-9

Rom 5:1-2,5-8 Jn 4:5-42





