
 

January 21, 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Families of St. Margaret of Scotland: 
 
As we approach Catholic Schools Week, we are mindful of all the gifts and graces that God has 
given to us through our Catholic Schools. Students, parents, and families are at the top of that 
list! Thank you for sending your child to our Catholic school and for the sacrifices you make, the 
work you do, and the faith you share so that your children can have a quality Catholic 
education.  
 
It is time to register for the 2025-26 school year, so we are sharing information about next year, 
including the school calendar and tuition and fees.  
 
Tuition increases every year, and we want to share some information with you to put these 
numbers in context: 

●​ Salaries and benefits for our administration, teachers, and staff make up nearly 80% of 
our school budget. This means that your tuition money is providing a living for our 
teachers. It also means that there is little in the budget to trim. The Archdiocese has 
mandated a 3.5% cost of living increase for our teachers and staff.  

●​ At the same time, health insurance premiums for our teachers paid by the parish will 
increase by 32%, a significant increase.  

●​ In 2021 and 2022, St. Margaret of Scotland received significant funding from EANS 
(Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools), aka Covid funding. This funding is no 
longer in place, and so many things that were paid for by EANS funding, like the school 
counselor and technology improvements, now create a need for funding in our budget.  

●​ As you all know, inflation has made everything at school, including books and supplies, 
more expensive.   

●​ To address our ongoing need for technology improvements, the School Board has 
recommended a Technology Fee of $62.50 per student, beginning with next school year. 
This dedicated funding will, over the course of many years, fund hardware, software, 
and technology upgrades across the campus.   

●​ The cost to educate a child is more than you pay in tuition. While your tuition goes to 
the school budget, the parishioners of St. Margaret of Scotland also contribute to the 
school through their Sunday donations, which fund scholarships, capital improvements, 
and subsidies to the school.  
 

St. Margaret of Scotland is a strong and viable Catholic school because we are proactive in our 
financial planning. Still, we recognize that any tuition increase creates a hardship for most 
families, and we are grateful for your understanding and your sacrifice. We encourage you to 
apply for scholarships through the Archdiocesan Today and Tomorrow Foundation. Information 
about scholarships is included, but please act soon, as the application process opens on January 
21, and scholarships are awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
 

 



 

We are grateful for the assistance of so many who have worked over the last months to set our 
budget and tuition for the coming year, including Patty Hendrickson and the members of the 
Finance Council, Cliff Reynolds and the members of the School Board, and Deborah Elliott, our 
Parish Administrator. All of them have spent many hours over many months setting our budget, 
crunching the numbers, and considering different possible scenarios so that we can continue to 
have quality Catholic education at St. Margaret of Scotland at a reasonably affordable cost. 
 
Please join us in prayer that God will give to St. Margaret of Scotland Parish and School all that 
we need to fulfill our mission of bringing our children closer to Christ. May we have an 
abundance of resources, volunteers, students, and opportunities in the year to come! 
 
Sincerely in Christ,  

​ ​ ​ ​  

Fr. John Rogers Vien ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Patrick D. Holley 
Pastor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Principal 
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